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physicians as well as to nurses, and should prove a valuable aid for 
nurses in their private work. The book has its need also, as private 
nursing is somewhat different from hospital work, and often a nurse 
is at a loss for many lands of information not picked up at the 
hospital. J. N. H. 


A Manual of Plague. By William Ernest Jennings, M.B., 
C.M., Major in the Indian Medical Service; Chief Medical 
Officer for Plague Operations in the Bombay Presidency, etc. 
With an Introduction by Surgeon-General G. Bainbridge, M.D., 
M.R.C.P., I.M.S. London: Rebman, 1903. 

The extensive and really alarming outbreak of plague which but 
a few years ago threatened to spread from the East to Occidental 
nations has drawn particular attention to the study of this disease; 
and so important and numerous have been the discoveries concerning 
its etiology, treatment, and prophylaxis that a thorough exposition 
of the present knowledge concerning the subject can scarcely be 
gained from the ordinary text-book of medicine. In certain countries 
where plague is likely to occur it is absolutely necessary that the 
practitioner should be thoroughly conversant with every aspect of 
the disease. To this end the present manual is excellently adapted, 
for it treats of the subject from a practical standpoint, and is besides 
essentially up to date. The book opens with an introductory chapter 
upon the interesting history of plague epidemics, after which follow 
chapters on the bacteriology, pathology, treatment, epidemiology, 
symptomatology, etiology, etc. The diagnosis and prognosis are 
appropriately treated and many important pages deal with measures 
for the suppression and prevention of the spread of plague. The 
author’s personal knowledge and extensive experience with the 
disease certainly give the book a practical value. 

There are a number of illustrations, most of which are fairly 
good. The book is well printed and nicely bound. W. T. L. 


A Manual of Hygiene and Sanitation. By Seneca Egbert, 

A.M., M.D. Third edition, enlarged and thoroughly revised. 

Philadelphia and New York: Lea Brothers & Co. 

The third edition of Dr. Egbert’s very useful manual shows 
evidence of very careful and thorough revision of every chapter. 
New material and numerous additional illustrations have been 
introduced where needed. Disinfection has been divorced from 
Quarantine and placed in a chapter by itself, and the chapter on 
Laboratory Tests has been much improved. The first edition was 
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a valuable addition to the literature of Hygiene, the second was an 
improvement over the first, and the third is better than the second. 
As the author keeps his work abreast of the times, each revision 
causes an increase in size; and it seems probable that before long 
he will have to determine where a cut can be made with least 
injury to the book as a whole. It is the opinion of the reviewer 
that the chapter on Bacteriology could well be spared even now, 
for it is slight and sketchy; it can be of no assistance to those who 
have had an elementary course in the subject, and is not full enough 
for those who have not. Moreover, a work on Hygiene should no 
more include elementary bacteriology than elementary physics, 
chemistry, or mathematics. C. H. 


Modern Surgery: General and Operative. By John Chal¬ 
mers Da Costa, M.D., Professor of Principles of Surgery and 
of Clinical Surgery, Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia; 
Surgeon to the Philadelphia Hospital and to St. Joseph’s Hospital, 
Philadelphia. Fourth edition, rewritten and enlarged, with 707 
illustrations, some of them in colors. Philadelphia, New York 
and London: W. B. Saunders & Co., 1903. 

Although the whole science of medicine is constantly and steadily 
progressing, perhaps the most noted advances are in the realm of 
surgery, where new methods, improved technique, and more modern 
patterns of instruments are ever pressing the old ones into the 
background. For this reason a text-book on surgery very soon 
becomes out of date unless continually revised and rewritten, for, 
though many of the procedures have come to be regarded as standard 
ones, student and practitioner alike will not be satisfied with a work 
containing these only, but demand methods of the day and hour, 
such as the Lorenz treatment and others of a kindred nature. In 
this aspect Da Costa’s Surgery is excellent. This fourth edition 
has continued the many good points of the previous editions, 
but has been entirely rewritten, many procedures now obsolete 
having been dropped and their places taken by modern methods. 
It is not a large work, the general divisions corresponding to the 
generally accepted classification of subjects in all standard works 
on surgery. The discussions, both in regard to Symptomatology 
and Treatment, are brief but clear and concise and well adapted 
to teach what the author wishes. A chapter on Bacteriology precedes 
the surgical matter proper, as the author believes, and justly so, 
that without a clear idea of the causes of infection in its various 
forms the surgeon is but poorly equipped to guard against it. 
Fractures and Dislocations, on account of their great practical 
importance, receive a large amount of space and are treated in a 



